484                                       APPENDIX.

Now   in   the   Mosaic   account of  Creation  which  was  afterwards

adopted by Christianity as the basis of its Philosophy of the World and

of Human Life, we have three elements out of which all the varied

phenomena of the world are composed, three strings from whose mingled

tones all the harmonies and discords of human life are produced.   These

three are on the one hand God and the Devil, and on the other that,

wide waste  of uncreated possibility,  that   empty   void  of vast  and

unrelieved vacancy which from its intangible, viewless, and incorporeal

character may be fitly called Nothing.    Of these three, God and the

Devil are the active spirits, and Nothing and what afterwards comes out.

of Nothing, the plastic and passive background  of  Being on which

one or other  of these  high-contending powers plots his unhallowed

schemes, or works out his inscrutable decrees.    And as in the following

pages it  will be necessary to draw a detailed comparison between

Platonism and  Christianity, a   light pictorial  outline  of the   latter,

although it can contain nothing but what is familiar to the reader, may

prove serviceable perhaps for the after purposes of our argument and

accordingly I have inserted it here.

Beginning then with Nothing, that void  and empty Nothing over
which from all eternity the Almighty had sat brooding, the World of
Time by a fiat of His will is ushered in, and presently the empty void is
seen to stir and move, then to cloud and thicken, and anon to seethe and
roll, a turbid tempest-tossed sea of confused and conflicting elements;
over which again the Almighty moving, works by a second fiat, a second
transformation; and the troubled elements are seen to lift and clarify-
above into the wide and blue expanse of firmament and sky, in which are-
afterwards set the sun, the moon, and the stars.    But all below is still
confused ; and over this again the AJrnighty passing, stoops, and with His
wide and invisible wings parts it into land and sea, still standing in the-
gap between to keep them there, until each is on its own foundation
fixed; and then withdrawn apart, looks round and smiles to see the earth
in beauty clad, and from the ground upspringing, fruit, and flower and
tree,   TVith joy still unconstrained He views His work and finds it good;
and then once more His will goes forth; and straightway from the earth
and sea that gender them, myriads of moving populations teem; from
the waters fish, and from the earth, fowl and beast and creeping thing;
and last of all from the dust beneath, and in the image and likeness of
Himself, He moulds the form of Man.    To this with sweetest joy as
crown and consummation of His high ideal He again draws near, and \
bending o'er it breathes into it a living soul.    Thus fashioned, thus- ,
created, Man stands in unfallen grandeur in the morning of the world in \
pristine innocence tindimmed, and all the woods and earth around with
gladness filled return to him his silent hallowed joy, and breathe forth
peacef and harmony, and rest.

And now begins the second act of the great Mosaic drama; for from
among the angelic host which from all eternity had quired their
immortal harmonies round the Eternal Throne, one Spirit more degenerate